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Is it ever going to warm up and quit raining? This weather of late
is just downright depressing; and the recent cold snap created a |[SPARKS WEBSITE
lot of damage, causing the loss of thousands of dollars worth of| Www. sparKksrjc.
pl ants that coul dndét handle the fOremaiilng|o:t

no exception, and the funky weather has put the kibosh on any SPARKS

incentive to do anything about it. Frankly, this would be a great P.O. Box 6Pp14

opportunity to build another airplane. Let me remind you of the |Houston, X4 0A7 2

word kibosh previously referred to. SPARKS -22aB7 Offic
Dal e Si mc ¢x

Fortunately for our <cl ub, R 0 b erksident, tr18§2'865é19ﬁsgi
1 1

have a | ow gear. Monday mor nd—hRrg—~+H+—31+6)—C.
Robert repair the broken pipel|XtrAsMagsaalt he | i
restroom.  Mostly, Caleb and | handed him whatever tool he |Vie Presideny 713-254-4071
needed. The freeze had actually burst a large chunk out of the

pipe. Once that was fixed it was discovered that the exterior|[randy sheyma
pipe, which the County guys had initially repaired, was leaking as | treasurer )
well. That required some additional reworking of the original pip-
ing. That should have handled things, right? Not so. Once pres-
sure was reapplied | noticed the water fountain was dripping! |Secretary
You getting the drift that t hivskehtadepdkur ned
We removed the cover and found that a proprietary little mani- |communications 010:962:6386
fold valve had cracked. This looked like money was about to be

Paul Gallcl%her
81-547-1198

spent to order a new one'! But™™AETETT™ N o t !
when | bought that water cooler (when we originally built our
ohanger 0) It came with a second spout and

tended to be installed at a lower level for child/handicap use. |
had kept in the storage room since it was impossible to install
where our cooler had to go. Guess what! It had the exact same
part, so when Robert, the engine god, installed it we were back in
business with cold water.
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That made for a pretty good days work, but were we done? No way!
| decided we needed to build another bench.

Some time back Ji mmy, ol vote nood, Bal | e
|l egs that simply needed some 2x40s |, a 2Xx
secured into the appropriate brackets and
Speaking of Jimmy, o0l vote nod6 Ball ewé

As some of you may know Jimmy does volunteer work with the Boy Scouts. As these
young men advance in the Scout ranks to Eagle Scout they are required to complete a
number of public service projects. Recently they constructed a new starter stand for us
as you may recall. Saturday (1/14) | had the pleasure of working with these nice
young men again as they took on three different projects for our club. We now have
a brand-new work -table that is really stout. We also have two additional benches that
are quite comfortable and sturdy. Duane Thomas also came by and helped ramrod a
modification of the fence stile by the kids. The steps were a bit too far apart for some
of our older knees to climb comfortably (or at all'). Fortunately, the original construc-
tion of the steps was such that it could be dismantled and then insert two additional
steps thereby making the step spacing cl c
have heard some say that we need another handrail on the right side. The new spac-
ing may make that unnecessary, but, if needed, Karl or | will see that it gets done.

Well, we are approaching another monthly meeting soon. | hope everyone who can
make it will be there. We will have a brief program brought to us by Professor Randy
Shewmaker , who did a fantastic presentation last month explaining the importance of
balance and center of gravity, and expounded upon the aerodynamics involved in lift.

| think he will lead a brief discussion of the properties of Epoxy and other adhesives.

| Om sure we can all pick up a tidbit or t

More importantly, your Executive Board will put forward a proposed budget for the
operation of the club. To my knowledge the club has never operated with a budget in
place and we feel that we need to have one We will present our ideas, discuss any
concerns, consider any changes, and take a vote to adopt or reject the budget. This
will require a quorum to implement, so please come.

Dale
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Contact Information for SPARKS Officers:

(This will be in each issue but you may want to print a copy for reference)

Position Name Email address Phone #

President Dale Simcox President@sparksrc.com 8328651948
Vice President/ Safety Officer Karl Marshall VicePresident@sparksrc.com 7132544071
Treasurer Randy Shewmaker treasurer@sparksrc.com 2813002899
Secretary Paul Gallagher secretary@sparksrc.com 2815471198
Editor/Communications Mike Levchak newsletter@sparksrc.com 61069525395

. Don’t

Re mi nde r {§roseen
U

Dod forget our monthly meetings
Wednesday of every mont h.

Next meeting:

Wednesday, Februar

Future meetings:
March 1 & April 5

Val l ey Ranch Gril |
Hwy 249 & Spri-dgmE@ypress
Come early and enjoy a meal

D —
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Karl Marshall

BARKER CYPRESS ROAD EXTENSION

Sometime in the future, Barker Cypress Road will be extended from the corner of Huffmeister and
Barker Cypress north to the Grand Parkway. The proposed routing will pass through Dyess Park
and near and to the east of our flying field.

There are not many facts at this time but | will share what | do know.

1. | have found on various Harris County Webb Sites that this expansion has been planned for
many years.

2. | did not find, on the same county Web Sites, any current activity that would indicated that the
construction of the road in imminent.

3. One of the park employees mentioned that the county has begun purchasing land for the Barker
Cypress Road expansion and that the assumption was construction could start soon. Again, |
have found nothing on the public Web Sites that would indicate this.

4. The possible location of the road would give us easier access to our field from the new Barker
Cypress and not require driving through the park.

5. | will request construction drawings, when they are available, so we can determine if there are
any issues with AMA rules or regulations for critical distances to public roads.

6. | am very optimistic that any potential issues as a result of the road construction can be re-
solved. Specifically, the AMA recommends a flight zone of 1,200 ft. left and right of the centerline
of the field plus a 250 ft. safety zone for a total of 1,450 ft. from the center of the field to a
road. We might only have 1,250 ft. to the road depending on the exact location of the road. So
far, this is the only potential issue that | have found. There are a couple of ways we could handle
this if indeed the distance becomes an issue. Resolving the issues will require conversations or
negotiations and will happen only when or if a problem arises.

Now you know everything | know. We dond want to stick our heads in the sand over this nor do |
think we should act like fchicken littledand run around in circles thinking the sky is falling. We will do
our best to stay involved with any developments and keep everyone informed.

LAND TO THE NORTH OF OUR FLYING FIELD

| also want to share with you what | have discovered about the land to the north of our field between
the $@%#@ fence and the Grand Parkway.

Flood management is an engineering field that oversees all aspects of construction in areas desig-
nated as floodplains and floodways.

A floodplain is an area adjacent to a river, creek or bayou that floods during periods of high water.
As we have seen recently, not far from the flying field, land in a floodplain was raised up with
dirt, houses were constructed and it became a new neighborhood seemingly over-night. The
newly constructed homes are considered not being in a floodplain because the developer
raised the elevation of the property to above the 100-year floodplain.
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A floodway is the channel of a river or other watercourse and the adjacent land areas that must
be reserved in order to discharge the base flood without cumulatively increasing the water
surface elevation more than a designated height. Under some conditions construction is al-
lowed in a floodway, however, if a home was built it would need to be on pilings and could not
block any water flow. A developer could not raise the elevation of the land and build homes
on it.

The good news is the land north of the field is a FLOODWAY and not likely to be built on. If you will
notice the portion of the Grand Parkway to our west is elevated and built more like a bridge. That
portion of 99 is built over the same floodway that flows north of our field.

| could be surprised in the future, but, | do not see that land being developed anytime soon. | think |
will worry about a giant meteorite hitting the earth more than someone building homes to our north.

Karl
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crosswinds SPARKS Meeting

December 7, 2016

Respectfully Submitted by
Meeting was called to order by our esteemed
President at 7:00 pm. C. Paul Gallagher,
Secretary
Field Report
Field is in excellent condition. Underbrush to

the East has been cut down. Tree branch

removal needs volunteers to remove the

cut branches to another area.

Financi al Repor't
We now have 99 members. 19 members
have signed up for 2017. Accounts are
still quite healthy. Club budget will be pre-
sented to the membership in the February
meeting.

Safety Report
No injuries reported.

Ol d Busi ness
No old business. Last month& auction netted
$312 to the club. Set up a schedule for 2
auctions a year.

New Business
Trainers are in the possession of John McAI-
exander and Karl Marshall.

Instructors — we have a number of instructors.
Karl Marshall is the loose coordinator.

Upcoming Events

Program of the Month
Randy Shewmaker presented the program on
Controlled Falling.
Mo d e | of the Month
Stuka — Phoenix Model electric presented by
Frank Kern

Biplane Ace All-Star Sport — Dan Danchak
The winner was Dan& Ace All-Star.

Name Tag Raffl e
Winner was not present. Money rolls over to
February.
Gi ft Certificate Raffl e

Meeting was adjourned at 08:45 pm.

CROSSWINDS—The Monthly Publication of SPARKS

. P r:)
Mi nut es



Crosswinds  MODEL of the MONTH Ff2c®
January 2017

Rueben MandDanchak

THE NAME OF MY PLANE IS "ALL STAR BIPLANE" AN ACE KIT 1972 VERSION
AND | MODIFIED IT. | HAD ABOUT HALF OF THE PARTS IN THIS KIT AND HAD TO
MAKE THE REST OF THEM.
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Randy Shewmaker

Building planes is all about thinking, being creative and, many times, improvising. Every day we en-
counter building problems or suffer inconveniences that we shouldna have to tolerate. Applying a
little ingenuity and thinking about how to repurpose things we all have lying around can make life
easier. Below are some ideas |&e applied to some common problems. While Idn sure there are oth-
er solutions, these worked for me at the time. | hope you find them useful.

NOSLI P BATTERY

It is essential to keep the battery secured in your plane. Any slippage can dramatically affect the
center of gravity and possibly cause a crash. Instead of using Velcro on the bottom of the battery
which makes it really hard to remove the battery and the adhesive can come loose as your battery
heats up, place a piece of rubber drawer liner material under your battery pack before you secure the
pack with a Velcro strap. The liner will prevent it from slipping backward and forward and the Velcro
strap across the battery will keep it firmly on the liner. You can use a light spray of 3M 77 adhesive
spray to make one side of the liner tacky before lining your battery compartment. Wed have some
pieces of shelf liner available for you at the next meeting.

SEALI NG | RON STAND
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Rather than hold the iron and risk burning yourself, it& more convenient to lay a hot iron down while
cutting covering material or repositioning trim pieces. The little formed sheet metal stand that comes
with the iron is almost useless unless you glue it to your workbench and then the weight of the cord
will pull the iron off the stand. The solution is to make the stand part of the iron. Simply bend a stiff
piece of wire as shown, and then attach it to the top of the iron using the screws that hold the plate to
the shoe. Now when you set the iron down, just turn it upside-down and the stand will prevent it from

burning your work surface.

EASY DEANS

Many of us use Dean& connectors with their electric planes but find them difficult to disconnect. If
you are like me, | end up pulling on the wires (really bad idea) just because | cand get a grip on the
connector. Or, worse yet, | dond push the connecter completely together. The gap lets me insert a
small screwdriver to pry the connector apart, but that creates a chance of having the connecter come
apart in flight or shorting if something falls into the gap. A small reversible pair of snap-ring pliers
can do the trick. Drill a small hole in each half of the Deans connector so that the pliers fit. Use cau-
tion, and do not drill all the way through the connectors—just deep enough for the points of the pliers
to do their job. We&e been offering snap-ring pliers at the raffles.
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TOOLBOX SECURITY

Many of us use plastic tool boxes with great success. But age weakens the latches and the weight
of our tools can cause the latches to pull open and dump tools all over the place. Instead of using a
lock or a piece of twisted wire to secure the lid, you can get in the habit of attaching a small carabiner
clip to the locking hole on your toolbox. Wedl have some carabiner clips at the next meeting.

Some of the world& great inventions were built by combining existing technologies and repurposing
existing equipment. Seriously, just be aware and observant, think outside of the box and try things.
Youdl be surprised how the answers to your shop problems are right before your eyes.
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February

JETERO ANNUAL. FUN FLY

2/ 18/ -Dalyt o n(40 miles northeast of Houston)
Site: Jetero Club. Larry Rogers CD PH: 713.503.1191

Email: larry5926@gmail.com.

Visit: jetero.com. Sanction #17/60. 9am-5pm.

Lunch provided for pilots

Sponsor: Jetero RC Club Inc

Mar c h

AUSTI N RADI O CONTROL 2ND ANNUAL JET LAG

3/ 18/-2Ais? i n AUSTINRADIO CONTROL 2ND ANNUAL JET LAG EVENT. Site: Austin
Radio Control Assoc. John Eshbaugh CD PH: 512-992-1960

Email: arca.jeshbaugh@gmail.com.

Visit: austinrc.org. Sanction #17/181. The 2nd Annual "Jet Lag" Turbine/EDF event at Austin Radio
Control. Any size turbine or EDF jet. $25 entry, includes lunch, pilot prizes, and the action packed
day of flying!

Sponsor : Austin RC Association

5TH ANNUAL HOUSTON JET RALLY

3/ 30/ 240117/ 2Madavi | (5CmilesTndrthwest of Houston) Site: Bomber Field. Kirk
Jensen CD PH: 281-381-0473

Email: imacav8r@sbcglobal.net.

Visit: bomberfieldusa.com. Sanction #17/11. Bring your turbine or electric high performance jets and
plan to fly some long days. Time to turn and burn!

Sponsor : Bomber Field I nc.

CUBS N COUSI NS

3/ 31/-240107 2AMUFt i nSite: Iexter Field. Edwin Smith CD PH: 512.496-1778
Email: edwinrsmith@gmail.com.

Visit: austinrc.org. Sanction #17/122. Hi wing only and golden age fun fly. Raffle, concessions and
door prizes. Pilot fee is $20 with lunch included.

Sponsor: Austin RC Associati on
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APRI L

PROP NUTS RC CLUB

4/ 1/ 22Ct © s by ANNUAL FLEA MARKET & FUN FLY. Site: Prop Nuts Field. Taswall
Crowson CD PH: 281-474-9531 Email: tcrowson@flash.net. Visit: propnuts.com. Sanction #17/29.
Large grass field, lunch concessions on site. Lodging and restaurants nearby. RV's welcome, no
hookups. Early Friday arrival ok. Landing and seller fee TBD. Commercial vendors welcome. Map to
field on club website.

Sponsor: Prop Nuts RC Club

AUSTI N RC ASSOCI ATI ON

4/ 8/ 240/197/ 28 0 gt i nGAPITAX OF TEXAS PATTERN CLASSIC Site: Lester Field.
Howard Monroe CD PH: 512-785-6280 Email: hmoore10@austin.rr.com. Visit: austinrc.org Sanc-
tion #17/163. Events; 401-404, 406 (JSD). Pilots meet at 9:30 am. Entry fee $40 includes meal on
Saturday. Field opens Friday for practice with open grill Friday evening. Camping $15/night with
electric hookup.

Sponsor : Austin RC Association

TEXAS CITY RC CcLUB WARBIRD FLY |IN

4/ 8/ 20 é&Xas Ci TGRCC WARBIRD FLY INand SWAP MEET Site: 7500 Humble
Camp Rd., Harvey Cappel CD PH: 409-948-3716 Email: hcappel@aol.com.

Sanction #17-227. $20 landing fee includes lunch. Swap meet is free. First class facility with two
grass runways, AC clubhouse and restrooms. Lots of shade. Any size power warbird airplanes and
helicopters.

Sponsor : Texas City RC Club

ALVIN TEXAS RC MODELERS ASSOCI ATI ON ANNUAL BI G B

4/ 15/ 2M11v7i nALVINRC 27" ANNUAL BIG BIRD FLY IN and 13™ ANNUAL SWAP MEET
Site: Vance Field. Conrad Behrens CD PH:832-499-204. Email: cbbehrens@comcast.net Visit:
alvinrc.club . Sanction #17-217

8 0 dMteno, 6 O OBiptane, V4 scale welcome. Indoor restrooms, paved runway, great concessions,
overnight camping no hook ups. Pilot and raffle prizes. Registration starts at 7 am. Landing fee $20
with lunch.

Sponsor: Al vin RC Modelers Associati on

JOHNSON SPACE CENTER WARBI RDS

4/ 2 2/ 2H0olu7s t o n WARBIRDS OVER JSC. Site: Johnson Space Center Fred Daniels
CD PH: 281-488-8371 Email: fdaniels51@sbcglobal.net.

Visit: jscrcc.com Sanction #17/30, Join us for an all size Warbird event on the historic Johnson
Space Center flying site. 50 X 450 paved runway. No hookups, campers or generators. Due to se-
curity, pilots and guests must be pre-registered by calling Mike Laible at: 713-542-0987.
Sponsor : Johnson Space Center R/ C Club

TRCOUNTY BARNSTORMENRMUMAI3Z Bl G BIRD FLY IN

4/ 29 /-2NDelw7 Wa v e r IRFGOUNTX BARNSTOMERS 33™° ANNUAL BIG BIRD FLY IN
Site: Ray Brickhouse Field. Yale Taylor CD PH: 936-760-2654. Email: maxt3@suddenlink.net Visit:
tri-countybarnstormers.com Sanction #17/272. 8 0Mono, 6 0Biplane. RV& and camping (no hook
ups), electricity, covered pavilion, indoor restrooms with showers. Concessions available. No ad-
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mission fee. New concrete and grass runways. $20 landing fee with lunch on Saturday. Contact:
Keith Jarvis at 713-851-6259.
SponsorCounfltryi Barnstor mer s

Vertical

Stabilizer x

Horizontal

Y Stabilizer

Rudder

Trim Tabs

Elevator

Figure 1-7. Empennage components.

UPCOMI NG-FNON NG EVENTS

February
TRCITY FLYERS SWAP MEET
2/ 17/ 20/1178 1 2®dar7 Ant o ndite:,9400 Municipal Pkwy. Rusty Koehler CD PH:
210.654.3313
Email: rusty@destinationsa.com.
Visit: tricityflyers.com. Location; Garden Ridge Community Center. Contact Rusty for table registra-
tion form. Admission; $5/day. Tables; $10/day (reservations recommended). Open 4pm - 9pm Fri-
day and 9am - 2pm Saturday. Raffle, auction, food & drinks.
SponsorCityTrHl yer s

HOCKLEY 7TH ANNUAL SWAP MEET

2/ 25/ -HobIck | e ySite: M P65 Katy Hockley Rd. Stuart Rush CD PH: 281-787-9567

Email: sturush@att.net.

Visit: nwrcc.com. **New location** club field. Admission $5/carload, free tables, auction, conces-
sions, spektrum radio raffle. 9-3 Saturday open flying all day.

Sponsor : Nort hwest Houston RC Club

Mar c h

JSCRCC SWAP MEET

3/ 25/-HouAs t o nSjte: JoKnson Space Center. Jerry Litjen CD PH: 281-672-7170

Email: jandslitien@earthlink.net.

9am to 2pm. $5.00 admission, children and spouses free. LIMITED ON SITE TABLES AVAILABLE,
bring your own or set up on site. Vendors welcome. Food and drink available. Directions; from south
on 1-45, exit NASA Pkwy, turn left. Stay on NASA Pkwy to Space Center Blvd, turn left, approximate-
ly 1 mile to Gate 5, turn left into the Gilruth Center parking area.

Sponsor: Johnson Space Center RC Club
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cross Wi mes 2017 Member ship FEE

This is a gentle reminder that your club dues are due effective Monday Feb 1, 2016.
You have until the close of the March Meeting to get your payment in. If you pay after
the March meeting closes, you will have to pay your initiation fee again. We currently
have 18 members on the 2017 roster. That®& about 80 short of our goal.

We voted in October to keep the dues amount the same as we had in the 2016 year
($150.00 for an open adult) and with the revised Bylaws we added a classification for
Veterans and Active Military ($75.00).

The following table shows what the dues schedule is per the current bylaws:

Membership Type +Annual Dues

Regular Membership — Adult 19 and over $150.00

Regular Membership — Veteran* $75.00

Regular Membership — Active Military* $75.00

Additional family member 19 and over $75.00

Additional family member under 19 $0.00

Junior Membership unapcompanied upder $45.00

19. Parent/Guardian Signature Required

*Documentation required +Ask about prorated rates if joining mid-year

| also got a roster from the AMA that tells me that 26 of you have either not re-
newed your AMA membership or your membership is about to expire. Remember,
you cand be a SPARKS member without first being an AMA member.

SPRI NG AREA RADI O KONTROL SOC SPA
9 Expired Members

13 Members who expire on Dec 31 2016 12:00AM

4 Members who expire on Jan 31 2017 12:00AM

0 Members who expire on Feb 28 2017 12:00AM
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 Membership Renewal Application

- AMA Chartered Club 2236

l{:__;g_ Fiscal ¥Year 2017
PFlaase PRINT Clearly

Mama: Diata:
AMA Number FAA Registration Mumber (if known)
Addrass: Gity: Jip:
Primary Phone Sacondary Phone
E-mail addraes: Replacemant Badpe Naedsd ¥
Emargency Contact Mame: Relationship:
Emargency Phons 1 Emargancy Phone 2 Voluntaer e Insfructor?

Interagts: O Electric O Mitro O Gas O Sport O Park Flyer O Indoor O Multi-rotor O Heli O Warbirds O Scale
O Gignt Scale O Turbime O Paftern O Ssilplanes O Pylon O Control Line O Antigue-Heritage

Check Membership Type +Annual Dues
One
O Regular Membership — Adult 1% and owver 515000
O Regular Membership — Veteran® 57500
O Regular Membership — Active Military* STL.00
O Additional family member 19 and ower 57500
O Additional family member under 19 30.00
O Junigr Mem hershi;fu una.::cumpa nied u.nder 15. 545.00
Parent/Guardian Signature Regquired

“Oipcurmeniztion required  +&sk about prorated rates if joining mid-year

Regular Membership: A Regular member is entitled to all club privileges including the right to vote, hold office and chair
& committee. Addiional family members over 18 are considered regular members. Regular members will be required to

participate in work days (typically 2-3 per year).

Junior Membership: The applicant is classified as & junior for AMA purposas (18 years and under) and must be an AMA
member. & junmior who joins with an adult does not pay an initiation fee and pays no annual dues. Unaccompanied juniors
must hawve parental authorization to join. Juniors are expected to perform workday dufies commensurate with their age.
Jumior members are not eligible to hold office, chair a committee or vote.

Parent Authorization Signature for Unaccompanied Junior membership:

Payments: Mail: Make checks payable to: SPARKS, Inc. and mail with renewal application to P.O. Box 6891405
Howston, TX 77269-1405, or bring to monthly club meeting, or drop off with Terry Foote at Randy's Hobbies at 187068

State Hwy 248.

For additional information wisit our website at hitp:ihwww.sparksrec.com. Alternatzly, contact Dale Simoox at
membershipi@sparks.com or contact our Treasurer, Randy Shewmaker via email at treasurern@sparksre.com.
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continued support

Bandy's Holbbies
Remote Control Airplanes, Boats & Cars
Sales and Service

Randy Ritch
18706 Tomball Pkwy
Houston, TX 77070
281-469-7000

@c

8190 Barker-Cypress Rd. # 300

Woody Lee

Cypress, TX. 77433

-85 54
Www.ré1obbies.com

; g REMOTE CONTIROL

nnnnnnnnnnnn

ANGELO LOMELI
3730 FM 2920 Suite 102
Spring, Tx 77388
(281) 456-3655

whobbies@att.net
www.whobbiesrc.com

of

New Creations
R/C Electric Flight

9735 County Line Road 936 856—4630
Willis, TX 77378

Kirk Massey

newcreations-rc.com
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